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0002/006 



^STRACT_OF_CORREST03E^ 



TO: 
FROM: 



Dr. Clifford"! aney 
Superintendent 




DATE 
SUBJECT: 



Erika Pierson ^^ ., 
Deputy GeneraTCounsel 

September 9, 2005 






simiFCT- P^Qponse to Letter from Parent — Superintendent t. signature 

in response to a ^«« V ^T^ Zc "hSige for his attendance at the pnva.e schoo.. 
DCPS, being required 10 perform jaratonal service 

2. Special Concerns: 

3. Action Reqnired: APPROVAL & SIGNATURE 

Phone- (202)442-5604 

4. Contact Person: Erika Pierson . f n ° > '- 



5 SUPERINTENDENT'S ACTION: 

Approve C3^ Disapprove □ Modify □ "— LJ 

Superintendem of Scho 
CLEARANCE 



f Schools 



Date 




JJfl--^ 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 




Office of the Superintendent 

825 North Capitol Street, N. E., 9th Floor 
Washington, D.C 20002^4232 
202^42-5885, fax: 202-442-5026 
www,kI2,dc.us 



September 9, 2005 

Mrs, Betty Laster 
4524 Sixth Place, NE 
Washington, DC 20017 

Dear Mrs, Laster: 



I am writing in response to your letter dated August 19, 2005 wherein you inquired whether a 
private school that ,s being funded by DCPS can require a student to perform ?anitorial or rther 
tasks in exchange for attendance at the school. Because your letter did no TwoZezZ 
specific .nformat.on regarding the school In attendance or thestudent's IEP, DCPS ca only 

schoo. system 9 ^"^ f ° r Pn ' Vate ' y P ' aCed Students who are funded b * the P ^ 

Pursuant to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act flDElA) a free 
appropriate public education (FAPE) is available to all children with disabilities with certain 
S P H^ CePt,0nS -, ^ der ,DEA 2 ° 04 Sec " 602 < 9 >' a free a PP^Priate pud c educaTon s 
ex^nt lH PeC ' a H. edUCatl0n and re,ated se,vices that < a > havG been Prided at public 
the CL ST'", su P erv,sl ° n ™* direction, and without charge; (b) meet the standards of 
the State Educa tional agency; (c) include an appropriate preschool, elementary school or 

SuaXpH^' e K UC3tf0n ln th ^ St3te inV0 ' Ved: and W ™ P rovided in conformity S'the 
individualized education program [IEP] required." 

l P n. C SL y, t K DCPS is t re ^ uired t0 P rovide V™ 9randson with special education services at no 
expense to the parent or caretaker. If DCPS is not able to implement a student's IEP in one of 
our public schools DCPS must then place and fund the student in a private school that can 
•mplement the s udent's IEP, at the expense of the public schoo. system. If funded and your 

dSps^^iSS^JT °^ S haS p,aCed y ° Ur 9randson * ■ P rivate schooTfor wS 
St? «1S f i W ' th0Ut having more deta,led 'formation regarding your grandson's 

situation, I can only give you very general advice. Under the law, neither DCPS or The private 
school can charge you for your child's education, and there should not be any unreasonable 
conditions imposed on your grandson that are not outlined in DCPS school regulations his 
IEP or in the specific school's rules and regulations 



Children First 
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„ you b *ve « your *^WJ&ZE£&'SS'£S£. Wf ,, 

DCPS in the future. 



Sincerely, 



t>incereiy, 

Clifford B. JSrney, Ed.D 
Superintendent 



CJ/ep 

Cc: Marylee Phelps, Director. Office of Special Education 

To File a Complaint: 

James Fisher 

Director, State Complaint Office 

State Education Agency 

District of Columbia Public Schools 

825 North Capitol St., N.E. 

Washington, D.C. 20002 

U.S. Department of Education 
Office of Civil Rights 
400 Maryland Ave., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20202-1100 
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ATTACHMENT 2 




DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Division cTSptcul Education 
323 Nonh Capitol Street NJB, 6* Floor 
WajJuDgioo, D.C. 20002-4232 
202-142-4800, far. 202-442-5518 
)"»~J:12,ifc l re 



September 7, 2005 



Ms. Betty Laster 
4524 Sixth Place, N.E. 
Washington, DC 20017 



Dear Ms. Laster: 



Re: Timothy Lewis 



The District of Columbia Public Schools, Office of Special Education (DCPS-OSE) is in 
receipt of your August 26 th letter in which you expressed your concerns about your 
grandson s educational programming. 

On July 28, 2005, you participated in a Multidisciplinary Team (MDT)/Jndividualized 
Educational Program (IEP) meeting for your grandson, Timothy. Some of the other 
members of the MDT team included a DCPS-OSE Placement Specialist, a DCPS 
Psychologist, a Kingsbury Day School Psychologist, the Kingsbury Upper School 
Director and Marlene Gustafson, Director of Kingsbury Day School. At the meeting. 
Kingsbury indicated that Timothy could not return to their school for the 2005-2006 
school year. In your letter you expressed disagreement with the decisions made by the 
team and requested that Timothy remain at the Kingsbury Day School until you have 
completed all due process and appeal proceedings. At the same time, you expressed 
some concerns about the manner in which you feel that Kingsbury has treated Timothy. 

As a part of the July 28" 1 meeting, based upon Kingsbury's unwillingness to have 
Timothy remain in their program in addition to other considerations. DCPS issued a 
Pnor Ncrtice for Timothy to attend school at the District of Columbia Alternative 
Learning Academy-NE (DCALA-NE). Timothy's pick-up and drop-off information has 
nroo. e ° *" ,nt ° the trans P orta fon database for DCALA-NE. Therefore, it is 

ucpss position that we have an appropriate program for Timothy at DCALA. I have 
also forwarded your letter to Mr. Rexie Yancey. Director of the Office of Monitoring and 
Program Certification at DCPS for follow-up regarding your concerns about Kingsbury 
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As you know, It is your right to request Mediation or a Due Process Hearing should you 
not agree with DCPS's position. In the* meantime, it is our recommendation that you 
enroll Timothy at DCALA-NE. Should you have further questions, please feel free to 
contact Ms. Ruth Blake, Director of the Nonpublic Unit at (202) 442-5507. 



Sincerely, 




Marylee Phelps 

Interim Executive Director 

cc: Karen D. Alvarez 
Attorney at Law 

Martene Gustafson 

Director, Kingsbury Day School 



